
MEETING OF THE WEST UNITY VILLAGE COUNCIL
MINUTES 11-11-10
The regular meeting of the West Unity Village Council was brought to order by Mayor Bernath. With the following Council Members present: Tom Holsopple, Don Leu, Ron Hausch, Dave Chester, Dave Short, and Tim Belding Sr. 
CALL TO ORDER
OPENING PRAYER- Mayor Bernath                                                        
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- led by Mayor Bernath
It was moved by Hausch.  Seconded by Belding to approve the bills signed prior to the meeting. Vote on Motion: All Ayes, No Nays. Motion Carried.

Holsopple made a motion to accept 10-28-10 minutes with correction to Councilman Leu’s statement regarding tree and stump removal. Chester seconded. Vote on Motion: All Ayes, No Nays. Motion Carried.
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS- Ryan Thompson-Lawyer, Rebecca Miller & Guest - Bryan Times, Rich Merillat, Mark Nafziger, Collette Appolito from Toledo Edison, and Pam Graber- Village Reporter.
Collette Appolito, Community Aggregation Representative for First Energy Solutions, addressed the Village Council concerning government aggregation for decreased electrical rates. She explained current electric bills are made up of three portions: the generation service, the transmission, and the delivery.  The government aggregation would be on the generation portion and would cover residential and small business consumers. Residential customers would see a 6% decrease in their “Price to Compare” while small commercial customers would see a 4% decrease. Customers already receiving assistance would not be eligible for the program. “Small commercial customers are defined as those using 700kw or less annually,” Appolito said.”It’s my understanding that would include places like gas stations, laundromats, or maybe the pizza shop.” 
The length of the contract is nine years and a community grant is available to help offset any cost increases that may occur during that time period.  In order for the village to approve the opt-out aggregation program, voters must approve. All customers are actively included unless they opt out. The first step for getting West Unity into the government aggregation program is for the Village Council to approve putting it on the ballot. After that, the voters decide if this is something they want. 
First Energy Solutions currently has over 1200 customers in the state of Ohio that they service through a government aggregation program. “We have the experience and we have all the templates to help the process along,” Appolito said. “We are willing to come and hold informational meetings for the public.” “We would mail the opt-out letters to all eligible residential and small commercial customers. They have a 21-day opportunity to opt-out of the program. After that, there is a small fee to opt out.” Customers will also have the opportunity to opt-out every three years. If customers want to opt out between the three year time periods, they may do so but there is a $25 fee for residential and $50 for small commercial. 
Appolito pointed out that in May there were 153 issues on the ballot and of those, 144 passed. She stated that in November there were only 16 issues on the ballot and of those, 10 passed. Council has until February 3 to approve the ballot initiative in order to put it on the May ballot.
LEGISLATIVE MATTER – 
Councilman Holsopple made a motion to complete the second reading of Resolution #10-2010-12, Hausch seconded. Vote on Motion: All Ayes, No Nays. Motion Carried. 

Mayor Bernath read by title only Resolution # 10-2010-12. A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATION AS SUBMITTED BY D AND B COLON LEASING.

Second reading of Resolution #10-2010-12 is complete.

Hausch made a motion to suspend the three reading rule of Resolution # 10-2010-13 due to emergency status. Short seconded. Vote on Motion: All Ayes, No Nays. Motion Carried.

Mayor Bernath read by title only Resolution#10-2010-13. A RESOLUTION TRANSMITTING PROPOSED AMENDMENT BY SUPPLEMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCES WITH REGARD TO A-1 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT AND A-2 GENERAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT AND DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY.

Belding made a motion pass Resolution #10-2013-13. Holsopple seconded. Vote on Motion: All Ayes, No Nays. Motion Carried.

Leu made a motion to suspend the three reading rule of Resolution # 11-2010-14 due to emergency status. Belding seconded. Vote on Motion: All Ayes, No Nays. Motion Carried.
Mayor Bernath read by title Resolution # 11-2010-14. A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE ANNEXATION OF 243.6 ACRES IN BRADY TOWNSHIP, BUT NOT REMOVING THE SAME FROM BRADY TOWNSHIP PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 709.04 AND DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY.
Belding made a motion to pass Resolution # 11-2010-14. Holsopple seconded. Vote on Motion: All Ayes, No Nays. Motion Carried.

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT- Mr. Mahlman’s notes included the following: 

1) Concrete is in on Egly
2) The  park water is off for the season

3) The downtown decorations are up and will be lit shortly after Thanksgiving

4) Trees have been planted and the small trees should be arriving end of November. I have contacted the individuals to get quotes for the trees to be cut. The town has cut down 16 trees and has 4 left on our list and we plan on bidding out 4 to be cut down and two additional ones to trim.

POLICE- report was included in council packets.
MAYOR REPORT- 
Mayor Bernath thanked the voters for their renewal of the park levy. She scheduled a Kissell committee meeting for Dec. 9, 2010 @ 6:30pm. Mayor Bernath informed the village council of an invitation to the WEDCO annual investors meeting on Dec. 8th, 2010; if anyone is interested in attending they should get with the administrator Mr. Mahlman.
CLERK REPORT-   Rediger noted that she will have a job shadower in the village office on Nov. 23, 2010. This will be a student from Hilltop High School who wants to learn about governmental accounting. She also thanked the residents for turning out for Chili cook- off and for voting for the Village clerks.
COUNCIL REPORT- 
Hausch- asked if a date had been set for stump removal. Mr. Mahlman said that the village will take quotes after all trees have been removed.
At this time, village solicitor Ryan Thompson asked that special emphasis be given to the need for village residents to file their taxes. “I realize economic times have been tough for taxpayers but a lot of people don’t realize that just because you didn’t make money, regardless of whether you made money or not, you still have to file your village tax return showing you didn’t make any money,” Thompson said.
The next meeting of West Unity Village Council will be Dec. 9, 2010 @ 7:30pm.
Meeting adjourned. 
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